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MCW FACILITATES HISTORIC PARTNERSHIP TO PROVIDE  

INTERDISCIPLINARY HEALTHCARE TRAINING IN TANZANIA 
An innovative collaboration between the Tanzanian Government through its Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, 

Muhimbili University, New York University College of Nursing and MCW set to begin next month. 

 

NEW YORK, N.Y., April 27, 2015 — As part of its Oral Health Care Initiative, which has the vision to 

improve oral health care for all Tanzanians, MCW (Miracle Corners of the World) announced today the 

formation of an historic four-party Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 

 

The MOU was signed between the Government of Tanzania through its Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare (MoHSW), Muhimbili University of Health and Allied Sciences (MUHAS), New York University 

(NYU) College of Nursing and MCW, to provide an innovative solution to address the inadequate access to 

oral health care in Tanzania through NYU’s Global Nurse Scholars Program. The program aims to create a 

curriculum to train nurses in the field in basic oral healthcare.  

 

With a population of 47.8 million, Tanzania has less than 0.3 dentists per 100,000 citizens. With over 35,000 

nurses and midwives in Tanzania, there is an opportunity for nurses to play a pivotal role in expanding 

access to oral health care in the country. This inter-disciplinary healthcare training program aims to create a 

curriculum for nurses to meet the basic oral healthcare needs of underserved communities.  

 

“Our partners at the MUHAS dental school have long since advocated for us to help in bringing formal 

training to nurses in oral health,” said MCW Director of Health Care Projects, Dr. Marion Bergman. “We are 

thrilled that the Government of Tanzania through its Ministry of Health, recognized NYU's Global Nurse 

Scholar program as the perfect vehicle to bring a scalable educational training module for field nurses to 

Tanzania.” 

 

A Tanzanian nurse has been selected as a Global Nurse Scholar and will define and create a user-friendly, 

evidence-based curriculum. With guidance from the Tanzania MoHSW and mentorship from MUHAS 

Schools of Dentistry and Nursing, and NYU’s College of Nursing, the scholar will develop a program to be 

accredited and recognized in Tanzania which will educate nurses through continuing education.  

 

"MCW has recognized an opportunity to address neglected oral health needs in Tanzania through the NYU 

College of Nursing's Global Scholars Program. In this unique and important partnership between MCW, 

NYUCN and the Tanzanian Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, the Global Scholars Program will work 

to build oral health capacity among nurses in Tanzania. As an engaged governmental agency, the MoHSW 

understands the needs of its citizens and its workforce and offers invaluable guidance to the context, 

structure and audience for our programs in Tanzania,” said Dr. Ann Kurth, Executive Director, NYU College 

of Nursing and Global Associate Dean for Research, NYU Global Institute of Public Health.  

 

The Scholar will arrive at NYU for the research and training stage of the program in May 2015.  
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About MCW 

MCW is a non-profit organization founded in 1999 with the vision “Local Change through Global 

Exchange®.” Our mission is to empower youth to become positive agents of change in their communities. 

Based in New York, with partner organizations in Africa (i.e. Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tanzania and Zambia), 

MCW offers the following programs: Global Youth Development, Community Development and Oral 

Health Care, as well as Partner Initiatives (e.g. Paediatric AIDS Treatment for Africa).  The MCW Oral 

Health Care program aims to achieve lasting oral health improvement in Tanzania through three core 

activities: Infrastructure Upgrade, Capacity Building, and Dental Outreaches. MCW's core values include 

integrity, compassion, accountability, responsibility and excellence. Learn more about MCW at 

www.mcwglobal.org.  
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