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MCW GLOBAL HOLDS 15th ANNUAL GALA AND CELEBRATES 20th ANNIVERSARY 
 

NEW YORK, NY, July 29, 2019 - MCW Global held its 15th annual gala on July 16, 2019, at New York University’s 
Kimmel Center for University Life. During the program, MCW acknowledged the people and organizations who 
support its mission and sustain its various programs through their encouragement and generosity. The gala 
celebrated MCW’s 20 years of impact in addressing needs of communities around the world to achieve greater 
levels of education, improved health, and increased levels of economic security. 
 
The event, attended by over 400 guests, raised more than $970,000 to support MCW’s Young Leaders Programs, 
Skills Development, and Oral Health Care programs in the United States, Africa, and around the world. 
 
“Today we celebrate a milestone year. It’s been 20 years since the founding of this organization. 20 years of 
‘Local Change Through Global Exchange®’ and empowering leaders, who in turn are positively impacting their 
communities. 20 years with friends and supporters, like everyone in this room who helped make this work 
possible” said Eddie Bergman, Co-founder and President of the Board of Directors at MCW during the opening 
remarks. 
 
Khalid Elachi, Executive Director of MCW recognized the major achievements of MCW over the last 20 years. 
In just 20 years, MCW has impacted thousands of lives through upgrading clinics and providing dental outreaches 
to communities in need. The Young Leaders Access Program received a record of more than 3,000 applications 
for just 30 slots. In addition to the individuals in Rwanda and Zambia who are now equipped with the skills they 
need to achieve greater economic security on the household level.  
 
Liz Claman, anchor at FOX Business Network, welcomed the gala’s attendees and reflected on her experience 
participating in MCW’s galas for over a decade. Ali Velshi, anchor at MSNBC and co-host of “MSNBC Live with 
Velshi & Ruhle,” served as the event’s Master of Ceremonies. MCW celebrated its 20th anniversary with a 20 
Years|20 Leaders video highlighting the organization’s impact on individuals affected by MCW’s work.   
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A discussion on leadership, moderated by Ali Velshi, included panelists involved in various aspects of MCW’s 
Global work over the years.  Panelists included: Anusha Somani, MCW Young Leaders Program Alumna/Africa 
Programs Intern; Mohamed Ghanem, MCW Young Leaders Program Alumnus/2019 Alumni Ventures Fund 
Recipient; Adolf Unoarumhi, Alumni Ventures Fund Mentor/Senior Manager in the Transaction Advisory Services 
practice at EY; Freddy Mutanguha, MC-Rwanda Board Chair/Regional Director of Aegis Trust; and Dr. Alexis 
Cohen, MCW Oral Health Care Outreach Participant/Pediatric Dentist. Dr. Charles Robbins, Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Education and Dean of the Undergraduate Colleges at Stony Brook University and member of 
MCW’s Board of Directors, provided closing remarks. The evening included a silent auction and performance by 
Jah Baba, a musical group from Benin.  
 
The MCW Community Partnership Award was awarded to Ernst & Young (EY), a global leader in assurance, tax, 
transaction, and advisory services whose aim is to have a positive impact on businesses and markets. EY was 
recognized for its effort in building a better world. Herb Engert, a partner of the firm, accepted the award on 
behalf of EY. The award was presented by Henry Schein, Inc.’s Stanley Bergman, Chairman and CEO, and Steven 
Paladino, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer. Henry Schein, Inc. is a longtime supporter of MCW 
through Henry Schein Cares, the company’s global corporate social responsibility program. 
 
Photos from the event can be viewed on Facebook. 
 
Full Video of MCW's 15th Annual Gala can be viewed YouTube. 

About Us 

MCW Global is a non-profit organization with a vision for communities around the world to achieve greater 
levels of education, improved health, and increased economic security. Our mission is to address communities’ 
pressing needs by empowering current leaders and readying leaders of tomorrow. Founded in 1999, MCW 
Global is based in New York with affiliates in Africa (Rwanda, Tanzania, and Zambia). MCW Global offers Young 
Leaders and Africa Programs. Across all our programs, we seek to act with integrity, compassion, accountability, 
responsibility, and excellence. www.mcwglobal.org | @mcwglobal  
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