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ALUMNI VENTURES FUND TO SUPPORT 12 YOUNG LEADERS
ANNUALLY

New York, NY, USA, February 25, 2022 – MCW Global is excited to announce the continued growth of the Alumni
Ventures Fund (AVF) program. With the generous support of The Claire Friedlander Family Foundation and Hyman
R. and Ruth Shapiro Foundation, Inc., MCW will provide, in each of the next 3 years, two mid-sized grants (up to
$5,000 each) and ten seed grants (up to $500) per year, which will allow more alumni to further expand their vision
plans and implement projects focusing in the areas of education, health, and economic security in their
communities. The expansion of the AVF is a reflection of the impact recipients and their projects have had across
the world.
The AVF offers graduates of MCW's international Young Leaders Fellowship Program and the Young Leaders
Conference a unique opportunity to turn their vision plans into concrete community-based projects with a startup grant and a year of professional mentorship. With 21 recipients and more than $76,000 granted since the Fund's
founding in 2009, AVF has helped young leaders achieve their personal goals of being changemakers in their
communities.
"From the outset and launch of MCW’s new and bold activities, we were both very impressed with the founders'
vision, mission, and positioning of training youth to make a difference. Having participated in some of the early
events, it was clear that this AVF program would become a success! The ideas and opportunities that the
participants expressed were inspiring. Therefore, creating and supporting the Alumni Venture Fund seemed like a
constructive way to help young people globally. We could not have imagined the results of so many of the recipients.
We are very encouraged by the expanded vision for the Alumni Ventures Fund and look forward to helping it grow
around the world," says Sharon and Steve Kess, founders and champions of the Alumni Ventures Fund.
The call for applications for the Alumni Ventures Fund grant 2022 will open in July 2022.
For more details on the Alumni Ventures Fund, click here.
To donate to the Alumni Ventures Fund, click here.
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About Us
MCW Global is a non-profit organization with a vision for communities around the world to achieve greater levels
of education, improved health, and increased economic security. Our mission is to address communities ' pressing
needs by empowering current leaders and readying leaders of tomorrow. Founded in 1999, MCW Global is based
in New York with affiliates in Africa (Rwanda, Tanzania, and Zambia). MCW Global offers Young Leaders and Africa
Programs. Across all our programs, we seek to act with integrity, compassion, accountability, responsibility, and
excellence. www.mcwglobal.org @mcwglobal

